
The Judicial Council of California's Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) was 
allocated MHSA funds to address the increased workload relating to mental 
health issues in the courts and to develop a research component to evaluate 
court appointed programs for the mentally ill. This funding also supports 
mental/behavioral health court projects, innovative programs for mentally ill court 
users, and the Task Force for Criminal Justice Collaboration on Mental Health 
Issues.  
 
 
AOC activities reported to DMH for the period 7/1/08 – 12/31/08 are as follows: 
 
 Highlights of Major Activities 
 
The Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC) is actively engaged in working with 
California’s state courts and with our criminal justice, mental health, and alcohol 
and drug program partners in seeking to improve outcomes for the mentally ill in 
the criminal justice system and other mentally ill court users. 
 
During the past six months, activities have centered on enhancing partnerships 
key to effectively responding to the mentally ill in the court system. Through the 
work of the Task Force for Criminal Justice Collaboration on Mental Health 
Issues, the following considerations have been identified as being important as 
we move forward in developing and implementing projects to provide better 
outcomes for juvenile and adult mentally ill offenders and other mentally ill 
consumers of court services including the elderly mentally ill. These key 
considerations include the following: 

• Value of a systems approach to addressing offender needs at each stage 
of justice system involvement; 

• Importance of inter-disciplinary education programs for the courts, justice 
system and treatment partners to support effective collaboration; 

• Importance of identifying and effectively using a variety of funding 
sources and shared resources to address the needs of mentally ill 
offenders, especially given the current financial challenges confronting 
state and local governments; 

• Need to address specific populations, such as those with co-occurring 
disorders, juveniles, and re-entry populations; and  

• Need to identify best practices and use evidence-based practices 
identified in collaboration with behavioral health professionals, law 
enforcement and justice system partners. 

 
To effectively address these considerations, the Task Force for Criminal Justice 
Collaboration on Mental Health Issues has formed five subcommittees to work on 
issues of concern to the justice system and its mental/behavioral health and drug 
and alcohol program partners. The subcommittees are chaired by judicial officers 
familiar with issues involving the mentally ill in California’s criminal justice system 
and subcommittees are focusing on five areas: 



 
 
 Early Intervention/Diversion Issues and Strategies 
 Court-Based Issues and Strategies 
 Post-Adjudication/Re-Entry Issues and Strategies 
 Co-Occurring Disorders Issues and Strategies 
 Juvenile Issues and Strategies 
 
Detail of Major Activities 
Inter-agency/Intra-agency Linkages 
 
Staff has regularly attended MHSA Interagency Partners meetings and reported 
on judicial branch activities in support of MHSA goals. In addition, AOC staff 
members participated as presenters at all three of the 2008 Prevention and Early 
Intervention Regional Roundtables sponsored by the California Institute for 
Mental Health (CIMH). AOC staff working on MHSA-related projects has also 
actively served on the Stigma and Discrimination Reduction Advisory Group at 
the request of the Department of Mental Health. 
 
The AOC continues to be actively involved with the Council on Mentally Ill 
Offenders (COMIO) with the Judicial Council officially represented, by Judge 
Wendy Lindley, Superior Court of California, Orange County. AOC staff also 
attends meetings on a regular basis. Four members of COMIO serve on the 
Judicial Council’s Task Force for Criminal Justice Collaboration on Mental Health 
Issues. 
 
Chief Justice Ronald M. George spoke at the opening ceremonies of the Orange 
County Community Court on December 5, 2008. AOC staff attended the 
ceremonies and worked with the court in preparing for the event. Judge Wendy 
Lindley presides over the new community court. This highly innovative court 
brings justice partners, treatment and community services, and collaborative 
justice courts together in a ‘one-stop’ court setting for mentally ill offenders, drug 
offenders, the dually diagnosed and veterans who are involved in the justice 
system. 
 
The AOC was involved in helping to plan this year’s fifth annual "From Words to 
Deeds: Changing the Paradigm for Criminal Justice and Mental Health" 
workshop/conference held in Sacramento on Friday, July 25th. Decision makers 
in corrections, state and local governments and the judiciary, as well as 
behavioral health directors, community mental health providers and experts 
participated in the workshop featuring policy discussions focused on re-entry 
programs and performance-based outcomes. Judicial leaders who have 
developed effective criminal justice/mental and behavioral health collaborative 
programs for mentally ill offenders were able to participate in the workshop with 
financial support from the AOC. AOC staff has been invited to be part of the team 
planning the 2009 workshop/conference. 



 
The AOC has also been engaged in developing support for re-entry mental 
health projects and related community corrections projects. The chair of the Post-
Adjudication/Re-Entry subcommittee of the Task Force for Criminal Justice 
Collaboration on Mental Health Issues has been actively engaged in discussions 
with the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation to develop 
strategies for dealing with mentally ill parolees upon their release into local 
communities. Similar discussions are being held at the county level to identify 
promising practices related to the support of mentally ill offenders upon release 
from jail back into local community settings. 
 
Staff continues to work with the statewide Homeless Court Network to assist in 
developing strategies for networking and training including the group’s efforts to 
address the unique needs of mentally ill court users who are homeless. Most 
recently, the AOC worked with the San Diego Homeless Court program to secure 
the support of Chief Justice Ronald M. George for the publication of the San 
Diego Homeless Court Program Service Provider Toolkit, a valuable resource for 
addressing the needs of homeless community members in our justice system. A 
high correlation exists between mental illness and homelessness and this tool kit 
published by the American Bar Association provides a state and national 
resource for communities seeking to effectively address the needs of homeless 
community members in the criminal justice system. 
 
Staff attends meetings sponsored by the Department of Alcohol and Drug 
Programs that pertain to dually diagnosed offenders, including meetings of the 
Offender Treatment Advisory Group. Staff also attends the quarterly statewide 
meetings of the collaborative court coordinators network and provides reports 
and updates to this group. The network group includes both court and local 
behavioral health employees representing a variety of court programs serving 
mentally ill and/or dually diagnosed court users. 
 
Staff provides regular updates/reports on mental health issues and programs to a 
number of Judicial Council committees and divisions including the Collaborative 
Justice Courts Advisory Committee and the Center for Families, Children & the 
Courts. Staff has also established liaison relationships with the Judicial Council’s 
Probate and Mental Health Advisory Committee and the Access and Fairness 
Advisory Committee as well as with the Criminal Law and Science and the Law 
education committees. Staff has been active in participating in branch-wide 
efforts regarding specialized processing for elder abuse cases in the courts to 
better identify the overlap with mental health-related cases. 
 
Educational Programs 
 
Staff continues to advocate for the inclusion of workshops and courses focusing 
on mental health/justice system issues into judicial branch educational 
programming. AOC mental health court project staff worked with other Center for 



Families, Children & the Courts staff to develop training opportunities for judicial 
officers at the annual Beyond the Bench Conference (December 2008) including 
the one day seminar for judges and others working in the delinquency and 
dependency systems. The workshop, “Mental Health Issues in Delinquency and 
Dependency Matters,” focused on the children and youth in the juvenile court 
who are often seen by mental health professionals. The session provided an 
opportunity for participants to learn from psychiatrists and psychologists directly 
involved in delinquency and dependency matters. The intensive, interactive 
session covered the topics of psychiatric and psychological evaluations, 
psychotropic medications, treatment and levels of care, diagnoses from the 
Diagnostic and Statistical Manual, and neuropsychology. Faculty included Kevin 
Jervik, Ph.D., Mental Health Consultant, Children's Law Center Mental Health 
Advocacy Team; Robert L. Kaufman, Ph.D., Diplomate in Forensic Psychology, 
Private Practice Licensed Clinical Psychologist; and Roger Man-Yuk Wu, M.D., 
Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist, Community Behavioral Health Services. 
 
The AOC has also been invited to work with the National Association of Drug 
Court Professionals (NADCP) and the California Association of Drug Court 
Professionals (CADCP) in identifying resources and designing mental health and 
co-occurring disorder workshops to be offered during NADCP’s annual training 
conference in June 2009. This year’s conference will be held in Anaheim, 
California and provides an opportunity to showcase the work of the mental health 
courts in the region. This is also the first time that a specific mental health track 
will be offered as part of this national conference and California mental health 
court judges and practitioners will be among those invited to serve as faculty and 
plenary session speakers. 
 
Staff serves as liaison to the Court Improvement Project in the AOC’s Center for 
Families, Children & the Courts. Liaison activities have included preparation and 
support of trainings in the area of juvenile court and juvenile offenders, as well as 
review of research outcomes in the area of mental health treatment needs of 
juvenile offenders. In addition, staff served as a resource on a research project 
regarding the juvenile courts and the incidence of mental health issues in juvenile 
court as well as the use of Proposition 63 (MHSA) funds for juvenile justice 
cases. 
 
Other Education Activities: Materials/Information Clearinghouse 
 
Staff continues to disseminate the Judges’ Guide to Mental Health Jargon: a 
Quick Reference for Justice System Practitioners to judges attending mental 
health related courses and workshops offered by the AOC. In addition, the AOC 
continues to provide organizations such as the National Drug Court Institute, the 
Center for Court Innovation, the Council of State Governments, and the National 
Center for State Courts with data and information about California’s mental 
health projects. Information about California’s mental health courts and other 
mental health projects has also been made available to members of the state 



legislature, media representatives, local courts, community stakeholders, and 
members of the public. 
 
Other Activities 
 
AOC mental health courts project staff engaged in a variety of other activities 
throughout this reporting period including the following. 
• Met internally with AOC lead staff from the research and juvenile services 
units to identify and explore mental health issues related to case flow 
management technical assistance to the courts.  
• Worked with management staff in the unit in helping to design the California 
Case Management System (CCMS) which is being programmed to capture 
critical information about California’s collaborative courts, including mental health 
courts and proceedings. 
• Visited mental health courts including Santa Clara, San Mateo, San 
Francisco, and Orange County. Additional site visits are being planned for spring 
2009. 
• Drafted a document “Jail Diversion and Court-Based Strategies for Offenders 
with Mental Illness: A Summary of the Literature” for use by the Task Force for 
Criminal Justice Collaboration on Mental Health Issues.  
• Played an active role in a statewide project funded by Archstone Foundation 
focusing on the needs, including the mental health needs, of elderly adults 
vulnerable to exploitation or a possible danger to themselves. Staff takes part in 
regularly scheduled Archstone Foundation Elder Abuse and Neglect Initiative 
Convening Conferences. 
• Provided assistance to mentally ill individuals and/or their family members 
with cases in courts throughout the state. Upon request, individuals are directed 
to local resources including court self-help centers, local mental health court 
coordinators, legal assistance organizations and mental health services in local 
communities. Legal advice cannot be provided but individuals and/or their 
families can be provided with the names and contact information for locally 
available resources and assistance. 
• Provided research support for the Task Force for Criminal Justice 
Collaboration on Mental Health Issues including information about promising or 
evidence-based practices. 
• Participated in planning discussions and trainings related to processing of and 
sentencing in cases involving mentally ill veterans. 
 


