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This practice gives patients the opportunity to work towards change from within the
system in conjunction with hospital management administration, and to have an

                     effective and functional voice in how the hospital operates on a day to day basis.

Patton State Hospital’s 28 separate Ward Governments are consolidated into
two Central Councils, each directed by a set of elected officials and

supported by a single governing body, the Patton Senate.  An Administrative Liaison facilitates
patient government at all levels.  The liaison intercedes to resolve issues or provide guidance
between meetings if appropriate.  Issues that are not resolved are brought to the Senate, are
prioritized and then presented to the Administration at a joint monthly meeting.  Administration
is typically represented by Department Heads and above on the support services side; Unit
Supervisors through the Medical Director on the clinical side and the Executive Director.  Formal
minutes of all meetings are maintained outlining all issues and follow-up.
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